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a party play, yet what the author once said of another may the most properly in the world be applied to him on this occasion :
1 Envy itself is dumb, in wonder lost, /             And factions strive who shall applaud him most.' *
" The numerous and violent claps of the Whig party on the one side of the theatre, were echoed by the Tories on the other; while the author sweated behind the scenes with concern to find their applause proceeding more from the hand than the head. This was the case too of the prologue writer, who was clapped into a staunch Whig at almost every two lines. I believe you have heard that after all the applause of the opposite faction, my lord Boling-broke sent for Booth, who played Cato, into the box between one of the acts, and presented him with fifty guineas, in acknowledgement (as he expressed it) for defending the cause of liberty so well against a Perpetual Dictator, t The Whigs are unwilling to be distanced this way, and therefore design a present to the same Cato very speedily; in the meantime they are getting ready as good a sentence as the former on their side : so betwixt them it is probable that Cato (as Dr. Garth expressed it) may have something to live upon after he dies."
* From Addison's poem of " The Campaign," wherein the author sings of the greatness of Marlborough."
t It is suggested by Macaulay that Lord Bolingbroke hinted at " the attempt which Marlborough had made to convert the Captain-Generalship into a patent office, to be held by himself for life." The anecdote of Pope gives us an amusing example of the stealing of Whig thunder by the clever Tories.